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The aqueduct itself is a very rare feature along the Canal. It 
is a three-arch span of dressed sandstone, with a flat parapet 
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Seneca Creek after a severe flood in the fall of 1971. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This was one of the most active areas on the C & 0 Canal 
in this County. It continues today to be a heavily-visited 
recreational area of the Parks. Important due to its relation­
ship with old milling community of Seneca, its Seneca Sandstone 
construction and its proximity to related features-such as the 
River, the turning basin, and the quarry area. (See references 
on next page.) 
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1. Name of Landmark: Seneca Creek Aqueduct 
2. Location: At the mouth of Great Seneca Creek, about a mile 

south of River Road. 

3. Present use: Park of the C&O Canal National Historical Park. 

>\. Owner: U.S. National I'ark Service 
5. Date or period built: 1828-1830 

6. Architectural description: A three arch, red sandstone canal 
aqueduct; one arch has collapsed. Of eleven C&O canal 
aqueducts, the Seneca Aqueduct was the only one made of 
"Seneca sandstone"; It Is the most Important canal struc­
ture made of sandstone, and one of the most admired canal 
structures. A few stones In the Aqueduct carry marks of 
the stone masons who built It. Some of the most promi­
nent are: • 

In the 1870's the Aqueduct had to be partially dismantled 
and rebuilt; It required further repairs after the destruc­
tive 1889 flood. In September 1971 the Aqueduct was dam­
aged by a flash flood on Seneca Creek, and the upstream 
parapet and arch collapsed a few weeks later. Part of the 
original wrought iron railing on the Aqueduct survives. 

7. Builder: Unknown 

8. Original owner: The C&O Canal Company 

9. Historic association: Located next to Lock f/2[l on the C&O canal 
it Is the only Aqueduct contiguous to a lock. The sandstone 
was quarried from bluffs about a half mile up the Potomac, 
and cut in the stone mill nearby. The first boats crossed 
the Aqueduct in the spring of 1833 and from then until the 
canal closed in 1924, thousands of boats passed over the 
Aqueduct, including scows that carried sandstone to George­
town from the nearby quarries. Part of the historic canal 
community of Seneca, it was used by residents and quarry 
workman to cross Seneca Creek. It was protected by Union 
garrisons during the Civil War. 

10. Bibliography: 1. Hahn, Tom. C&O Tov/path Guide. 1970. 

2. Interview with Ray Riley, i'ormer locktender. 

11. Researcher: Edwin F. Wcsely 
7101 Ridgewood Avenue 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015 
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1. Name of Landmark; Seneca 

2. Location: Between River Road and the Potomac River; where the 
Seneca Creek flows Into the Potomac River. 

3. Present use: The town is a mixture of private homes, water­
front recreation activities, and the C&O Canal National 
Historic Park. 

4. Owner: Mixture of private ownership, the National Park Service, 
and the State of Maryland: Department of Natural Resources. 

5. Date or period built: 1787 

6. Architectural description: There are approximately 60 struc­
tures in the community; most are cabins along Seneca Crock. 
The most interesting structures in the area are the C&O 
Canal with its aqueduct, locks, and lock keeper's house; 
and the Seneca sandstone quarries and stone cutting mill. 

7. Builder: 

8. Original owner: Land in this area was first patented to Richard 
Brlghtwell on August 29, 1695. In 1787 John Garrett laid 
out the town of Seneca. 

9. Historic association: Seneca - once the land of Indians, then 
of the early settlers to this Potomac River Frontier, a 
farming community, canal town, and site of the Seneca 
quarries. Two of the earliest grants of land in this area 
were to Richard Brlghtwell, on August 29, 1695, who used 
the area as a hunting quarter. The community of Seneca 
was laid out by John Garrett in 1787. He held a lottery 
with town lots a3 the prizes to attract residents. Al­
though his town failed to develop as he had hoped, by 1830 
engineering technology had transformed the area into a ca­
nal town along the C&O Canal. The prosperity of the town 
was tied to the canal and to the famous Seneca sandstone, 
which had been used by Indians in the area and by earlier 
colonists, but which could now be shipped on the canal to 
building sites in Washington, including the original 
Smithsonian Institution buildings. When both the canal 
and the quarry operations failed in the early 1900's, 
Seneca declined and today is little more than a store, 
some houses and weekend cabins along Seneca Creek. 

10. Bibliography: 1. Owen, Claude W. "Seneca, once a commercial 
center." History of Potomac. 1970. Published 
by Potomac Almanac. 

2. Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Western Mary­
land. Vol. 1. Reprinted by the Regional Pub­
lishing Company: Baltimore. 1968. 
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3. Sween, Jane Chlnn. "Seneca". The Montgomery 

County Story. November 1971. Montgomery 
County Historical Society. 

11. Researcher; G. David Ellis 
9307 Longbranch Parkway 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 
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1. Name of landmark: 

2. Address: 

3. Other locational data: 

4. Owner: 

5. Description of landmark: 

6. Setting: 

7. Other observations: 

8. Present use: 

9. Physical condition 
of the structure: 

10. Approximate acreage: 

11. Zoning statue: 

12. Date or period: 

Architect: 

Builder: 

Original owner: 

Type of construction: 

Architectural style: 

13. Locational map: 

none 

At the mouth of Great Seneca Creek, about a mile south 
of River Road. 

U.S. National Park Service 

A three arch, red sandstone canal aqueduct; one 
arch has collapsed. 

Located next to lock #24 on the C&O Canal, and just below 
an old canal turning basin and the ruins of the Seneca 
stone mill. The Potomac River is a few yards south of 
the Aqueduct, and is very wide and scenic. 

Seneca was a small canal town, and the Seneca area was 
very prominent during canal days. Nearby are the ruins 
of the Seneca stone-cutting mill, and the remains of 
the old sandstone quarries. There are said to many 
Indian sites nearby. 

Part of the C&O Canal National Historical Park. 

One arch of the Aqueduct collapsed in 1972; the rest 
has been stabilized„ Stones from the collapsed arch 
are stored nearby. 

not applicable. There is extensive parkland nearby and 
around the Aqueduct. 

On federal land 

built in 1828-1830; later repairs 

unknown 

unknown 

C&O Canal Company 

local red sandstone and lime mortar 

?????? 

14. Name and address of researcher: John Doe 

Box 123 
Dickereon, Md. 20753 

(301) <6<- U3H 
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(1) The landmark's history: 

The Seneca aqueduct was built with red sandstone quarried from bluffs about a half 
mile up the Potomac. Construction began in the summer of 1828; work was conpleted 
in September 1830; and the first boats crossed the Aqueduct in the spring of 1833. 
Its use had to wait on water the Aqueduct was watered from a dam just above the 
Federal Arsenal at Harper's Ferry, West Virginia and the canal was not completed 
to Harper's Ferry until 1833. 

Until the canal closed in 1924, thousands of boats passed over the Aqueduct, including 
scows that carried sandstone to Georgetown from the nearby Seneca quarries. 

In the 1870's the Aqueduct had to be partially dismantled and rebuilt; and required 
further repairs after the destructive 1889 flood. 

In September, 1971 the Aqueduct was damaged by a flash flood on Seneca Creek, and 
the upstream parapet and arch collapsed a few weeks later. The remaining arches 
were stabilized, awaiting restoration of the Aqueduct. 

The U.S. Department of Interior bought the CftO Canal in 1938, and in January 1971 
it became a National Historical Park, 

(2) Significance: 

a) Of eleven CftO Canal Aqueducts, the Seneca Aqueduct was the only one made of 
"Seneca sandstone"; and is the most important canal structure made of it, 

b) It is the only Aqueduct contiguous to a lock. 

c) It was part of the historic canal community of Seneca. 

(3) Notable features: 

a) Part of the original wrought iron railing survives. 

b) On a stone post on the east end of the Aqueduct are a number of marks and 
inscriptions among them the names of canal workmen, a Civil War soldier, and 
a line showing the high water mark of the 1889 flood. 

c) A few stones in the Aqueduct trough carry marks of the Btone masons who built it 
(known as "banker's marks). Some of the most prominent are: 

(4) His to r i c r e l a t i o n s h i p s : 

a) Part of the historic canal community of Seneca; used by residents and.workmen 
to cross Seneca Creek. 

b) close ties to nearby sandstone quarries and stone-mill 

c) protected by Union garrisons during the Civil War; near site of Rowser's Ford, 
a famous Civil War crossing. 

d) at the east end of the Aqueduct is lock #24 and its adjoining lockhouse (made 
of the same sandstone). Ray Riley, whose father tended the lock still lives in 
the community. 

e) The view from the Seneca Aqueduct is one of the most scenic on the Potomac; and 
the Aqueduct one of the most admired canal structures. 

(5) Bibliography: 

a) C&O Canal Tuwpath Guide Tom Eahn 1970 

b) personal inspection 

c) interview with Ray Riley, former locktender 
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Seneca Aqueduct 
Riley's Lock Road; Seneca Creek and Potomac River, Poolesville 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 3 November 2007 
Facing northeast, from west bank of Seneca Creek, south of aqueduct 


